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SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION
1.1 Purpose
The purpose of this Initial Study (IS) is to identify the potential environmental impacts associated
with the proposed project. The proposed project is the expansion of the Garcia Brothers
Trucking business, an agricultural transportation yard that supplies vehicles and trailers to
agricultural businesses in the area. This Initial Study has been prepared consistent with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15063, to determine if the
proposed expansion in the number of agricultural vehicles housed on-site from 25 to 45 may
have a significant effect upon the environment. CEQA Section 15367 authorizes Merced County
as the Lead Agency with responsibility for approval or denial of the project.
1.2 Project Location
The project is located at 9868 E. Gerard Avenue in Merced County, California. The site
comprises 10 acres along the north site of Gerard Avenue, 650 feet west of Ivett Road (see
Figure 1: Location Map). The site is southeast of the unincorporated community of Planada (see
Figure 2: County General Plan Map and Figure 3 County Zoning Map), and is 1,000 feet south
of the Planada Specific Urban Development Planning Area (SUDP). The Assessor’s Parcel
Number for the project site is 053-162-006.
The area surrounding the project site consists of predominately agricultural land uses. Row
crops and a residence are located to the north of the site; row crops are located to the east and
south of the site; and a fig orchard and a residence are located to the west of the site. The
project site is also adjacent to the Planada Canal and the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
(BNSF) Railroad tracks, which border the site on the west.
1.3 Project Objective
The Applicant’s proposal is to expand and diversify an existing agricultural trucking business by:
(1) storing an additional 20 vehicles (not registered for on-road use) that will be leased to area
farms for crop harvesting; (2) constructing a 4,000 square foot storage building on the site to
consolidate and reorganize the area used for storage of the existing and proposed vehicles,
trailers and associated equipment; (3) planting drought-tolerant landscaping on the project site;
and (4) placing an all-weather permeable surface on the driveway for site access. The applicant
has submitted a minor modification application to a previously approved conditional use permit
(CUP 04002) granted for the operation of the existing agricultural transportation business.
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1.4 Project Description
This proposal would expand an existing business by adding 20 flatbed trucks (non-street
vehicles) on the site. Though the site is 10 acres in size, three acres of the overall site are used
for the business. The proposed expansion will not substantially increase the portion of the
project site that is currently used for trucking operations. Currently, the business stores 25
street-legal (i.e. on-road), medium-distance hauling trucks on the site. The proposed 20
additional trucks are not street-legal (i.e. off-road) and would be hauled off the site for use on
agricultural fields during harvest seasons. Movement of the proposed off-road vehicles to and
from the site would occur 2-4 times per year and would be accomplished with low-loader trucks.
The applicant also proposes to construct a 4,000 square foot building on the site which would
be used to store the vehicles, trailers, spare parts, and other equipment related to the business.
The applicant would also place an all-weather permeable surface, such as crushed rock, on the
driveway to the site to control dust and water run off. The business has been in operation since
2000 and previous approvals were given for the operation of an agricultural transportation
business (Administrative Permit No. 00012 and CUP 04-002) on the project site. The applicant
has submitted a minor modification to the existing CUP for the proposed additional 20 vehicles.
General Plan Designation: The site is designated Agricultural on the General Plan Land Use
Map. The Merced County General Plan, Chapter 1. Land Use, Section B-3, Land Use Chapter
Issues, Subsection 3 Rural Areas, pages I-12 and I-13 describe purpose and the characteristics
of Agricultural designated lands. In general the lands are relative flat, elevations less than 200
feet above sea level, very slow to moderate water runoff potential, very limited to moderate
erosion potential, moderate to excellent water availability, and deeper and more fertile topsoil.
Agricultural land use designated areas are most compatible for areas zoned A-1 (General
Agricultural) and A-2 (Exclusive Agricultural).
The General Plan Land Use Chapter does not explicitly discuss the location of agricultural
transportation businesses in rural or agricultural areas, identifying “intensive” land uses as those
that may “generate employment, traffic, noise, odor, smoke or other impacts”. Those intensive
uses that are directly associated with agricultural production are supported as appropriate uses
of agricultural land by the County’s General Plan. Given these general provisions, the proposed
expansion of the existing agricultural transportation yard is not considered a conversion of
agricultural land by the General Plan and is not a violation of the Merced County General Plan.
Zoning: The site is zoned “A-1” (General Agricultural). The purpose of the A-1 zone is to
provide for areas for more intensive farming operations dependent on higher quality soils, water
availability and relatively flat topography, and agricultural commercial and/or industrial uses
dependent on proximity to urban areas or location in sparsely populated low traffic areas. The
project site is located in an area that is primarily agricultural uses.
Section 18.02.02 of the Zoning Code identifies a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) as being
required for a transportation/equipment yard consisting of 11 or more trucks where the property
owner lives offsite, or, where the trucks are used for activities not associated with the parcel.
The existing Garcia Bros. Trucking operation is conditionally permitted by CUP 04002. The
proposed business expansion, including the 20 additional non-street legal vehicles, the 4,000
square foot storage building, landscaping, and all-weather surface access, would require a
Minor Modification to CUP 02002 and would otherwise be in compliance with the Merced
County Zoning Code. The agricultural transportation business expansion will serve the existing
agricultural uses in the area.
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Figure 4: Site Plan – Garcia Bros. Trucking
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1.5 Summary of County and Agency Approvals
The project would require the following discretionary approvals from Merced County for actions
proposed as part of the project:
Merced County – Adoption of the Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration for the project.
Merced County Planning Department –Approval of a Minor Modification to a Conditional Use
Permit and approval of landscape plan for site.
In addition, the project would require a series of ministerial permits from County agencies,
including but not limited to the following:
Merced County Building Department – Approval of building permit for proposed 4,000 square
foot storage building.
Merced County Public Works – Approval of grading plans depicting finished floor elevation of
proposed building to ensure FEMA Flood Zone A requirements are met and approval of grading
plans depicting all-weather surface placement on site.
Merced County Fire Department – Fire and Life safety review at the building permit level and
comment on the safety of the proposal.
Other public agencies whose approval of the project is required: Discretionary approvals
from public agencies other than Merced County are not expected to be necessary.
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SECTION 2: ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST
2.1 Purpose and Legal Basis for the Initial Study
This initial study provides local decision makers and the public with information regarding the
environmental impacts associated with the proposed project. According to Section 15063 of the
CEQA Guidelines, the purposes of an initial study are as follows:
Provide the Lead Agency with information to use as the basis for deciding whether to prepare
an Environmental Impact Report, a Mitigated Negative Declaration, or a Negative Declaration.
Provide a mechanism for the applicant or Lead Agency to modify a project, mitigating adverse
impacts while enabling the project to qualify for a Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative
Declaration.
2.2 Checklist and Evaluation of Environmental Impacts
The Environmental Checklist included in this Initial Study is based on the CEQA Environmental
Checklist Form included as Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines. A description of the
environmental setting and an explanation for all checklist responses is included. Where
appropriate, mitigation measures are identified to avoid or reduce the significance of a potential
impact. In the checklist below the following definitions are used:


“No Impact” means that it is anticipated that the project will not affect the physical
environment on or around the project site. It therefore does not warrant mitigation
measures.



“Less than Significant Impact” means the project is anticipated to affect the physical
environment but to a less than significant degree, and therefore mitigation measures are
not necessary.



“Less than Significant with Mitigation” applies to impacts that have been identified as
potentially significant effects on the environment but revisions in the project plans or
proposal (i.e., mitigation measures) have been incorporated into the project that would
avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a point where clearly no significant effect on
the environment would occur.



“Potentially Significant Impact” means the impact has the potential to cause a
significant effects on the environment and no mitigation measures have been identified
that would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a point where clearly no significant
effect on the environment would occur.

2.3 Environmental Factors Potentially Affected
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving
at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” or “Less than Significant with
Mitigation Incorporated” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.
Aesthetics
Biological Resources
Hazards & Hazardous Materials
Mineral Resources
Public Services
Utilities / Service Systems

Agriculture Resources
Air Quality
Cultural Resources
Geology / Soils
Hydrology / Water Quality
Land Use / Planning
Noise
Population / Housing
Recreation
Transportation / Traffic
Mandatory Findings of Significance
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

I. AESTHETICS. Would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a
scenic vista?
b) Substantially damage scenic resources,
including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within
a state scenic highway?
c) Substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of the site and its
surroundings?
d) Create a new source of substantial light or
glare that would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

1

1

n/a

n/a

a, b) The subject site is not located within a designated State Scenic Highway corridor as
identified in the County’s General Plan under Chapter VI, Open Space/Conservation Element
Section 8 (a) – Visual or Aesthetic Resources. The project site does not posses any scenic
resources and the project site is not in the viewshed of any scenic vistas or resources. No
impacts would occur to scenic highways, corridors, or vistas.
c) The proposed project, the expansion of an existing agricultural transportation business, will
add 20 vehicles that will be housed on the project site. Currently, the vehicles and trailers used
for the business are not stored within a building and not screened from public view. By
expanding the existing agricultural trucking yard onsite, the proposed project has the potential to
adversely affect the visual character of the site and its surroundings. However, with appropriate
design of the expanded yard and organization of the trucks, parts, and equipment onsite, the
proposed expansion’s impact on visual quality and character can be mitigated to a less than
significant level.
Mitigation Measure Aesthetic I requires the applicant to submit a detailed site plan to the County
that identifies how the expanded agricultural trucking yard will be organized and how vehicles,
trailers, spare parts, and other equipment related to the business will be consolidated and
screened from public view. Additionally, Mitigation Measure Aesthetic II requires the applicant
to construct a storage building to house the vehicles, trailers, spare parts, and other equipment
used for the business, which will aid in screening equipment from public view. Finally, Mitigation
Measure Aesthetic III requires the applicant to install landscaping on the site to further screen
business activities on the site. This landscaping is required to consist of drought-tolerant plant
species, native to the Merced County region. With the incorporation of Mitigation Measures
Aesthetic I, II and III, impacts will be less than significant.
d) The project would not increase the level of light and glare in an area that is primarily
characterized by lands under agricultural development. No lighting will be added to the site. As
a result, the proposed project would not generate light and glare in a manner that could affect
day or nighttime views in the area. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated.
Mitigation Measure Aesthetic I
To the satisfaction of the Merced County Planning Department, the applicant shall submit a
detailed site plan which depicts the use of the site and how the agricultural transportation
Garcia Brothers Trucking Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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business and project site will be organized. Minimally, the said site plan shall identify how
vehicles, trailers, spare parts, and other equipment related to the business will be consolidated
and screened from public view. This site plan shall be submitted to the Planning Department for
review and approval within 30 days of any approval given to the Minor Modification.
Mitigation Measure Aesthetic II
The applicant shall be required to construct a 4,000 square foot building on the project site.
This building will house the equipment used for the agricultural transportation business. Prior to
construction, the applicant is required to obtain all necessary permits for the building, including,
but no limited to building permit, grading plan and soils report. The applicant is required to
ensure the building is graffiti proof prior to construction.
Mitigation Measure Aesthetic III
The applicant shall be required to plant water-conserving plants (drought tolerant species) on
the site to minimize the view of the project site and the proposed storage building. Prior to
approval of a building permit, the applicant shall submit a landscape concept plan consistent
with Merced County Zoning Code Section 18.38.030. Landscaping (size, type and planting
location) shall be planted to the satisfaction of the Planning Department.

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

2. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES. Would the project:
a) Convert
Prime
Farmland,
Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to nonagricultural use?
b) Conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act
contract?
c) Involve other changes in the existing
environment, which, due to their location
or nature, could result in conversion of
Farmland to non-agricultural use?

1, 10

4

n/a

a – c) The project site is located on a 10-acre parcel surrounded by agricultural uses. The
General Soils Quality Map found in Chapter 7 of the 2000 Merced County General Plan (Map
29), identifies the site as being located in Non Cultivated Farmlands. Due to the level of
improvements on the site, the California Department of Conservation, Division of Land
Resource Protection, Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program, Merced County Important
Farmland Map (published March 2008) classifies the project site as "Rural Residential and
Commercial Land" and not Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of Local Importance. However, as shown in the Merced County Soil
Survey Report, the soil underlying the site is Portervile clay at 0 to 3 percent slopes (PwA),
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which the California Department of Conservation identifies as meeting the criteria for Prime
Farmland 1 .
Despite the value of the soils underlying the site, the project site is not productive agricultural
land and is considered fallow. Rather, the site houses the Garcia Bros. Trucking Company
business, which consists of three structures and vehicle/equipment storage areas. This use
was previously permitted in the A-1, General Agricultural Zone District, through approval of a
conditional use permit.
The proposed project is the expansion of an existing agricultural transportation business. This
business will support agricultural uses in the area and be compatible with such agricultural uses.
Given the existing use of the site, the proposed expansion of an agricultural transportation
business will not result in a conversion of Farmland to a non-agricultural use.
A storage building would be installed on the site, an access driveway would be improved with an
all-weather surface, and drought tolerant plant species would be planted. No other or physical
changes to the site will occur with this business expansion. The proposed agricultural business
expansion would be a continued commitment to a non-productive agricultural use. As
previously stated, the agricultural business occurs on three acres of the site. The site total area
is 10 acres, therefore, seven acres of the site remain as potentially available for agricultural use.
Furthermore, the proposed expansion would not prevent future agricultural use onsite. With the
approval of a Minor Modification, the proposed expansion is consistent with the development
standards as provided under Zoning Ordinance Section 18.47.081. No impacts are anticipated.

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

3. AIR QUALITY. Would the project:
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation
of the applicable air quality plan?
b) Violate any air quality standard or
contribute substantially to an existing or
projected air quality violation?
c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant for
which the project region is in nonattainment under an applicable federal or
state ambient air quality standard
(including releasing emissions that
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone
precursors)?
d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial
pollutant concentrations?
e) Create objectionable odors affecting a
substantial number of people?

2
2

2

n/a
n/a

a - e) Merced County is within the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin (SJVAB or Basin), which is
managed by the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD).

1

California Department of Conservation, Farmland Mapping And Monitoring Program. Soil Candidate Listing for
Prime Farmland and Farmland of Statewide Importance, Merced County. April, 13, 2006.
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The California Air Resources (ARB) and the U.S. Environment Protection Agency (EPA)
currently focus on the following air pollutants as indicators of ambient air quality: ozone, carbon
dioxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), sulfur dioxide (SO2), respirable and fine particulate matter
(PM10 and PM2.5), and lead. Because these are the most prevalent air pollutants known to be
deleterious to human health and extensive health-effects criteria documents are available, they
are commonly referred to as “criteria air pollutants”.
The EPA has established primary and secondary national ambient air quality standards
(NAAQS) for the following criteria air pollutants: ozone, CO, NO2, PM10, PM25, and lead. The
primary standards protect the public health and the secondary standards protect public welfare.
In addition to the NAAQS, the ARB has established California ambient air quality standards
(CAAQS) for sulfates, hydrogen sulfide, vinyl chloride, visibility-reducing particular matter, and
the above mentioned criteria air pollutants. In most cases the CAAQS are more stringent than
the NAAQS.
Criteria air pollutant concentrations are measured at several monitoring stations in San Joaquin
Valley Air Basin. The purpose of these designations is to identify those areas with air quality
problems, and thereby initiate planning efforts for improvement. The three basic designations
are non-attainment, attainment and unclassified. The Basin has a non-attainment status for
Ozone, PM10 and PM2.5.
Discussion of plans and standards:
The SJVAPCD has adopted several non attainment plans to achieve state and federal air
quality standards in compliance with the requirements of the Federal Clean Air Act (CAA) and
amendments thereof the Clean Air Act Amendment (CAAA) and the California Clean Air Act
(CCAA). These air quality attainment plans, the most recent of which are the April 30, 2008
PM2.5 Plan and the 2003 PM10 and 2004 Extreme Ozone Attainment Demonstration Plans,
present comprehensive strategies to reduce ozone precursor, PM, and CO emissions from
stationary, area, mobile, and indirect sources. Such strategies include the adoption of rules and
regulations; enhancement of CEQA participation; implementation of a new and modified indirect
source review program; adoption of local air quality plans, and stationary, mobile and indirectsource control measures. In coordination with the ARB and other north/central California air
districts, preliminary work has begun on developing the 8-hour Ozone Attainment
Demonstration Plan for the San Joaquin Valley.
San Joaquin Valley Air District indicates the following as a general statement:
1. San Joaquin Valley Air Basin is designated non-attainment for ozone and particulate
matter (PM10 and PM2.5)
2. Project size – It is not anticipated that the project will exceed the District’s thresholds of
significance for ozone precursors of 10 tons per year of reactive organic gases (ROG)
and oxides of nitrogen (NOx).
3. Project will be subject to the Indirect Source Rule (Rule 9510) – Reduce impacts of
growth in emissions from all new development in the San Joaquin Valley.
4. District to quantify construction, area and operational PM10 and NOx emissions, and
potentially mitigate a portion of those emissions.
• Preliminary analysis indicates that project may generate emissions in excess of
the Rule’s 2.0 tons per year baseline for PM10 and NOx requiring emissions to
be reduced.
• Applicant to contact IRS, Indirect Resource Staff at 559-230-5800 or email
ISR@valleyair.org
5. Project is subject to the following District rules.
• Regulation VIII – (Fugitive PM10 Prohibitions) Rules 8011-8081.
Garcia Brothers Trucking Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Project is larger than 1.0 acre of non-residential use and therefore Section 6.4.2
Rule 8021 applies.
Rule 4002 – (National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants)
Demolition or remodeling of existing buildings
Rule 4102 – Nuisance
Rule 4601 Architectural Coatings
4641 Cutback, Slow Cure, and Emulsified Asphalt, Paving and Maintenance
Operations.
4901 Wood burning Fireplaces and Wood Burning Heaters
9510 Indirect Source Review to achieve emission reductions from the
construction and use of projects through design features and on-site measures.

The project would result in some construction emissions, which would be described as “short
term” or temporary in duration. Construction activity would temporarily generate emissions of
ROG, NOx, and PM10 from site grading and excavation paving, demolition, motor vehicle
exhaust associated with construction equipment, employee commute trips, and material
transport and other construction operations. Because of the project’s size these emissions are
deemed to be within SJVAPCD levels.
In summary, the project will produce minor amounts of air pollutants and the resulting impacts
are considered less than significant.
Greenhouse Gasses/Global Climate Change
“Greenhouse gases” (so called because of their role in trapping heat near the surface of the
earth) emitted by human activity are implicated in global climate change, commonly referred to
as “global warming.” These greenhouse gases contribute to an increase in the temperature of
the earth’s atmosphere by transparency to short wavelength visible sunlight, but near opacity to
outgoing terrestrial long wavelength heat radiation. The principal greenhouse gases (GHGs)
are carbon dioxide (CO2), methane, nitrous oxide, ozone, and water vapor. Collectively GHGs
are measured as carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2E).
Fossil fuel consumption in the transportation sector (on-road motor vehicles, off-highway mobile
sources, and aircraft) is the single largest source of GHG emissions, accounting for
approximately half of GHG emissions globally. Industrial and commercial sources are the
second largest contributors of GHG emissions with about one-fourth of total emissions.
California has passed several bills and the Governor has signed at least three executive orders
regarding greenhouse gases. The Governor’s Office of Planning and Research is in the
process of developing CEQA significance thresholds for GHG emissions but thresholds have
yet to be established. GHG statues and executive orders (EO) include Assembly Bill (AB) 32,
Senate Bill (SB) 1368, Executive Order (EO) S-03-05, EO S-20-06 and EO S-01-07.
AB 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, is one of the most significant
pieces of environmental legislation that California has adopted. Among other things, it is
designed to maintain California’s reputation as a “national and international leader on energy
conservation and environmental stewardship.” Most notably AB 32 mandates that by 2020,
California’s GHG emissions be reduced to 1990 levels. For the purposes of this document, the
lead agency analyzed whether the project would conflict with the state goal of reducing
greenhouse gas emissions in California to 1990 levels by 2020, as set forth by the timetable
established in AB 32.
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With regard to new projects in California, GHG impacts are nearly always exclusively cumulative
impacts; there are no non-cumulative GHG emission impacts from a climate change
perspective. As with other individual relatively small projects (i.e., projects that are not cement
plants, oil refineries, electric generating facilities/providers, co-generation facilities, or hydrogen
plants or other stationary combustion sources that emit more than 25,000 million metric tons of
carbon dioxide equivalent/year (MMT CO2E/yr)), the primary concern would be whether the
project would be in conflict with the state goals (AB 32) for reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
Three types of analyses are used to determine whether the project could be in conflict with the
state goals for reducing greenhouse gas emissions. The analyses are reviews of:
A. The potential conflicts with the CARB 44 early action strategies for AB 32;
B. The relative size of the project in comparison to the estimated greenhouse reduction
goal of 174 MMTCO2E by 2020 and in comparison to the size of major facilities that are
required to report greenhouse gas emissions (25,000 metric tons of CO2E/yr) (CARB,
2007f); and
C. The basic parameters of the project to determine whether its design is inherently energy
efficient.
With regard to Item A, the project does not pose any apparent conflict with the most recent list
of the CARB early action strategies, which apply nearly exclusively to the fuel/energy,
transportation, agriculture, manufacturing, and forestry sectors.
With regard to Item B, project operation is expected to generate 22 metric tons of CO2 2 . This
amount of GHG is far below the minimum reporting limit of 25,000 MMT of CO2E/yr and
represents only 0.00001% of the State’s reduction goal of 174 million metric tons per year.
With regard to Item C, the project involves storing agricultural field trucks within an agricultural
area. As such, the proposed operation would serve a local need, preventing the need to haul
agricultural equipment from more distant locations to local farms. As such, the proposed project
could reduce the vehicle miles traveled by equipment delivery trucks, which would result in
increased energy efficiency.
Based on the project’s greenhouse gas emissions estimates, it is not anticipated that the project
emissions alone will substantially add to the global inventory of greenhouse gas emissions. The
operational emissions of greenhouse gas emissions from the project (22 metric tons/yr of CO2),
would be 0.000005% of California’s current greenhouse gas emissions (478.65 million tons,
according to the 2004 inventory). Recognizing that there is a great amount of public concern
regarding GHGs, the majority of the information given above is for disclosure purposes as
required by CEQA. There is no agreement among air quality experts, or guidance at the state
level, regarding the level at which an individual project’s incremental GHG effect is cumulatively
considerable. Given the emerging level of experience within the air quality industry with GHG
analyses, coupled with the fact that the policies implementing the state goal of reducing GHG
emissions in California to 1990 levels by 2020, as set forth by the timetable established in AB
32, have not been adequately defined, there is no way to state with reasonable scientific
certainty that the project will conflict with these policies.
Finally, the project would not be directly impacted by any known or anticipated effects of global
climate change, such as rising sea level or increased wildfire potential.

2

Based on URBEMIS 2007 emissions factors, and assuming the project would result in 40 heavy-duty diesel truck
movements on four occasions per year (20 pieces of equipment being hauled to and from the site).
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either
directly or through habitat modifications,
on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in
local or regional plans, policies or
regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service?
b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional
plans, policies or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and Game
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
c) Have a substantial adverse effect on
federally protected wetlands, as defined
by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh,
vernal pool, coastal wetlands, etc.),
through
direct
removal,
filling,
hydrological interruption or other means?
d) Interfere substantially with the movement
of any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?
e) Conflict with any local policies or
ordinances
protecting
biological
resources, such as a tree preservation
policy or ordinance?
f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional or state habitat
conservation plan?

2

9, 10

9, 10

2

I, 4

n/a

a – f) The project site is 10 acres in size. The agricultural transportation business occurs on 3
acres of the project site, and the remaining seven acres is unimproved vacant but disturbed land.
The proposed project will not change the location of the business on the site and the applicant will
not expand the business to outside of the three acres currently used for agricultural transportation.
The business was previously approved with Conditional Use Permit 04-002. The project site is
denuded of native vegetation, does not contain any hydrologic features (e.g., watercourses,
ponded water wetlands, etc.), and is not characteristic of an environment that supports wildlife or
riparian plant species. The project site is also not within an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan,
and the project would not conflict with local policies or ordinances or any other conservation plan.
A search of the listed special status species and California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB)
Information for the Planada USGS Quad and eight bordering quads identified 49 special status
species that have the potential to occur in the general project area. Of these 49 species, 40 could
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not exist on the project site or in the immediate vicinity due to their habitat requirements. The
remaining nine species could occur in general project vicinity, but none of these species are
expected to utilize the project site, as the entire site is denuded of native vegetation. Table 4.1
identifies the nine species that could occur in the general project vicinity, along with their federal
and state status, general habitat requirements, and probability to occur onsite. The complete list
of species identified in the CNDDB search conducted for the project is included in the appendix to
this Initial Study.
Given the highly disturbed nature of the project site, the lack of native vegetation onsite, and the
minimal physical improvements proposed, the project would result in no impacts to biological
resources.
Table 4.1: Special Status Species Potentially Occurring in the General Project Vicinity
Source: California Department of Fish and Game, California Natural Diversity Database, RareFind Version 3.1.1
Scientific Name
Agelaius tricolor
tricolored blackbird

Status1
(Fed/State)
--/SC

General Habitat Description
Grasslands and agricultural
fields.

Suitable Habitat (Present/Absent)
Rationale
Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat onsite. Prefers riparian habitat which
does not exist onsite.
Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat onsite.
Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat onsite.
Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable. No nesting habitat
onsite.
Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat onsite.

Athene cunicularia
burrowing owl

--/SC

Open grasslands or prairies.

Atriplex subtilis
Subtle Orache

--/-CNPS 1B.2

Valley and foothill grassland

Buteo swainsoni
Swainson's Hawk

--/T

Deserts, prairies, and dry
grasslands.

Calycadenia
hooveri
Hoover's
Calycadenia
Charadrius
montanus
Mountain Plover
Dipodomys
heermanni dixoni
Merced Kangaroo
Rat
Taxidea taxus
American Badger

--/-CNPS 1B.3

Grasslands and prairies.

--/SC

Grasslands.

Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable.

--/--

Grasslands and alkali scrub
communities.

Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat onsite.

--/SC

Plains and prairies.

Vulpes macrotis
mutica
San Joaquin Kit
Fox

E/T

Chaparral, grasslands, and
scrublands.

Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat on project site.
Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat on project site.

1

E = Endangered
T = State Threatened
SC = Species of Special Concern (State) / Species of Concern (Federal)
PF = Fully Protected
-- = None
D=Delisted
R=Rare
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

5.

CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the project:

a)

Cause a substantial adverse change
in the significance of a historical
resource as defined in Section
15064.5?
Cause a substantial adverse change
in
the
significance
of
an
archaeological resource pursuant to
Section 15064.5?
Directly or indirectly destroy a
unique paleontological resource or
site or unique geological feature?
Disturb
any
human
remains,
including those interred outside of
formal cemeteries?

b)

c)

d)

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

1, 2

1, 2

n/a

n/a

a) The Merced County General Plan Open Space and Conservation Element implies that there
are no historical resources on the site. No structures will be removed as part of this agricultural
transportation business expansion. Therefore, the proposed project would have no impact on
historical resources.
b) There are no known cultural resources within the project site. The Merced County General
Plan Open Space and Conservation Element describes that there are no known resources on
the site, though because subsurface soils on the site have not been disturbed, it may not be
known if there are resources on the site. Policy 21 of the Open Space and Conservation
Element states that, “Projects which affect archaeological sites and artifacts should be carefully
managed to avoid damage”. The proposal is required to comply with the Merced County
General Plan as well as CEQA, therefore, if cultural resources are encountered during
construction, the applicant shall be required to comply with Mitigation Measure Cultural I. With
the incorporation of Mitigation Measure Cultural I (below) the project impacts are less than
significant.
c) There are no known paleontological resources on the site and no unique geological features.
Furthermore, the proposed project does not involve grading or excavation beyond surface soils
(i.e., does not involve excavation into deep earth materials where paleontological resources can
occur). Therefore, the proposed project would have no impact on paleontological resources.
d) There are no known human remains on the site. If they are discovered during construction,
state law requires that the County Coroner and the Native American Heritage Commission be
contacted. Per Section 7050.5 of the California Health and Safety Code, in the event of
discovery or recognition of any human remains in any location other than a dedicated cemetery,
work within 50 feet of the find shall halt and the County Coroner be notified immediately. At the
same time, an archaeologist shall be contacted to evaluate the situation. If the graves cannot be
avoided by project activity, an archaeological excavation program shall be implemented to
remove the burials and associated grave goods, analyze the remains and prepare a report of
findings. If possible a most likely descendent should be identified and consulted for the proper
treatment and disposition of the remains. If acceptable to the most likely descendent, or if a
most likely descendent is not identified, reburial of the remains shall be as close as possible to
their original location. If the human remains are of Native American origin, the Coroner shall
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notify the Native American Heritage Commission within 24 hours of this identification. The
Native American Heritage Commission will identify a Native American Most Likely Descendent
to inspect the site and provide recommendations for the proper treatment of the remains and
associated grave goods. With the incorporation of Mitigation Measure Cultural II the project
impacts would be less than significant.
Mitigation Measure Cultural I
Should ground-disturbing activities associated with construction reveal the presence of cultural
resources (i.e., artifact concentrations, including arrowheads and other stone tools or chipping
debris, cans, glass, etc.; structural remains; human skeletal remains), work within 50 feet of the
find shall cease immediately until a qualified professional archaeologist (i.e., one who is certified
by the Society of Professional Archaeologists or who can demonstrate equivalent qualifications)
can be consulted to evaluate the remains, identifies the archaeological significance of the find,
and recommends a course of action. Construction shall not resume within 50 feet of the find
until the site archaeologist states in writing that the proposed construction activities will not
significantly damage archaeological resources, and the County of Merced concurs with this
conclusion.
Mitigation Measure Cultural II
If skeletal remains are encountered, the County Coroner shall be notified immediately. If the
Coroner determines that remains may be Native American, the California Native American
Heritage Commission shall be notified to arrange at its discretion for qualified Native American
or equivalent participation in determining the disposition of such remains.

Potentially
Significant
Impact

6.

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

GEOLOGY AND SOILS. Would the project:

a) Expose people or structures to potential
substantial adverse effects, including
the risk of loss, injury or death,
involving:
i) Rupture of a known earthquake
fault, as delineated on the most
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or
based
on
other
substantial
evidence of a known fault?
ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?
iii) Seismic-related ground failure,
including liquefaction?
iv) Landslides?
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the
loss of topsoil?
c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil
that is unstable, or that would become
unstable as a result of the project, and
potentially result in on or off-site
landslide,
lateral
spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?
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d) Be located on expansive soil, as
defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform
Building
Code
(2007),
creating
substantial risks to life or property?
e) Have soils incapable of adequately
supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative
wastewater
disposal
systems where sewers are not
available
for
the
disposal
of
wastewater?

1

1

a.i.) The project area is located in the San Joaquin Valley, which is a broad alluvial plain
between the Sierra Nevada foothills and Coastal Range. There are no faults on or directly
adjacent to the project site.
The nearest faults of major historical significance are the San Andreas to the west of Merced
County a distance of approximately 15 mile from the county line; the Hayward and Calaveras
faults to the northwest; the White Wolf, Garlock, and Sierra Nevada faults to the south, and the
Bear Mountain Fault Zone about 5 miles east of and parallel to the eastern border of Merced
County. The Great Valley 8 are located along Interstate 5 and the San Joaquin Fault is located
under the O’Neal Fault system. The “Ortigalita”, also known as the “Telsa-Ortigalita Fault”, is
located in the western quarter of the County, dissecting the Coast Range on the northwesterly
direction. This fault has not been active in historic times; however, there is no guarantee that it
will never become active again. While there is no record of any seismic activity originating in
the County (other than tremors on the west side, close to the Ortigalita Fault), the County has
been shaken by earthquakes originating elsewhere. (2000 GP Ch. 5, pg. V-2, V-3). The
Ortigalita Fault has the potential to cause an earthquake that measures 6.8.
These Fault Zones have been, and will continue to be the principal source of seismic activity
affecting the County of Merced. The site is generally flat, and is of a sand loam characteristic.
The California Geological Survey – Probabilistic Seismic Hazards Mapping Ground Motion Page
(http://www.consrv.ca.gov/CGS/rghm/pshamap/pshamain.html), identifies Merced County being
located in a 10-20% Peak Ground Acceleration area. Ground motions (10% probability of being
exceeded in 50 years) are expressed as a fraction of the acceleration due to gravity (g). Three
values of ground motion are shown, peak ground acceleration (Pga), spectral acceleration (Sa)
at short (0.2 second) and moderately long (1.0 second) periods. Ground motion values are also
modified by the local site soil conditions. Each ground motion value is shown for 3 different site
conditions: firm rock (conditions on the boundary between site categories B and C as defined by
the building code), soft rock (site category C) and alluvium (site category D). Additionally,
Merced County is located in Seismic Zone 3 with respect to new construction; the Uniform
Building Code requirements for Zone 3 are applied to all development in the County, including
the proposed 4,000 square foot storage building.
No residential structures are proposed to be constructed as part of this application to expand an
existing agricultural business. Therefore, the project’s potential fault rupture impacts are
considered less than significant.
a.ii) Ground shaking during moderate to severe earthquakes in the region is relatively common.
Applicable building code requirements are considered de facto as part of the project, therefore
impacts are less than significant.
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a.iii) No evidence of historic ground failure due to liquefaction on the site was noted. Applicable
building code requirements are considered de facto a part of the project. Impacts are less than
significant.
a.iv) The project site is virtually flat, with maximum slopes in the range of 1 percent; therefore,
there is no landslide potential on the site making impacts less than significant.
b) During construction, the project has the potential to result in minor, if any, soil erosion or loss
of topsoil. The site is relatively flat and excavation and grading will be related to the building
construction. Use of dust reduction techniques during construction and water trucks to minimize
dust will keep erosion to a minimum. Best management practices are required by the Regional
Water Quality Control Board to be incorporated into projects to reduce wind and water erosion.
Therefore the impacts are less than significant.
c) See a.iii. and a.iv., above. The project site does not contain any unstable slopes or surfaces,
therefore the impacts are less than significant.
d) As part of the building permit process, the applicant is required to submit a soils report to the
Building Department for review. The soils report is required to specify construction techniques
for foundations and building design. This soils report is required to identify the appropriate
techniques to minimize potential damage from shrinking and swelling of soil. With the required
compliance with the building permit process, the impacts will be less than significant.
e) The proposal includes the placement of a storage building that will be used to store the
vehicles and other equipment used for the agricultural transportation business. The site is
served by a well, though no wastewater facilities would be added to the site for this project, as
they are not necessary. Any existing septic tanks used on the site are designed and approved
in accordance with County standards. Impacts are less than significant.

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

7. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. Would the project:
a) Create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment through the
routine transport, use or disposal of
hazardous materials?
b) Create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment through
reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into
the environment?
c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle
hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste within
one-quarter mile of an existing or
proposed school?
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d) Be located on a site which is included
on a list of hazardous materials sites
compiled pursuant to Government
Code §65962.5 and, as a result,
create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment?
e) For a project located within an airport
land use plan area, would the project
result in a safety hazard for people
residing or working in the project
area?
f) Impair
implementation
of,
or
physically interfere with, an adopted
emergency
response
plan
or
emergency evacuation plan?
g) Expose people or structures to a
significant risk of loss, injury or death
involving wildland fires, including
where wildlands are adjacent to
urbanized areas or where residences
are intermixed with wildlands?

n/a

1

n/a

n/a

a – c) The project does not involve the use or storage of hazardous substances other than the
small amounts of fuel, pesticides, fertilizers and cleaning agents required for normal use of the
existing business. The project must adhere to applicable zoning and fire regulations regarding
the use and storage of any hazardous substances. Further there is no evidence that the site
has been used for underground storage of hazardous materials.
The project would require use of potentially hazardous materials such as oils and combustible
fuels to power machinery. On-site storage of significant quantities of these materials will not
occur. Normal operating practices and procedures include preventative and protective
measures to reduce the risk of upset or accidents, therefore no impacts would occur.
Note: No schools are located within ¼ mile of the project site.
d) The project site is not located on a list of hazardous materials sites. The Department of Toxic
Substances Control’s Environstor was consulted regarding the project site. The database does
not identify the project site as having hazardous materials, therefore no impacts are anticipated.
e) The project site is located over one mile from any airports or airstrips. The potential for
aircraft-related accidents affecting this site or being affected by the development of a 4,000
square foot storage building is very low. Therefore no impacts are anticipated.
f) No emergency plans would be adversely affected by the project. The project does not
involve closing or modifying any public roadways therefore the no impacts are anticipated.
g) The project site is surrounded by agricultural uses including row crops and a fig orchard.
Orchards are considered to have minimal fire risk due to the moisture content of the trees.
Exposure to the risk of wild land fires would be minimal, therefore the impacts are considered
less than significant.
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

8.

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. Would the project:

a) Violate any water quality standards or
waste discharge requirements?
b) Substantially
deplete
groundwater
supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such that there
would be a net deficit in aquifer volume
or a lowering of the local groundwater
table level?
c) Substantially alter the existing drainage
pattern of the site or area, including
through the alteration of the course of a
stream or river, in a manner which
would result in substantial erosion or
siltation on- or off-site?
d) Substantially increase the rate or
amount of surface runoff in a manner
that would result in flooding on- or offsite?
e) Create or contribute runoff water which
would exceed the capacity of existing or
planned stormwater drainage systems
or provide substantial additional
sources of polluted runoff?
f) Otherwise substantially degrade water
quality?
g) Place housing within a 100-year flood
hazard area as mapped on a federal
Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood
Insurance Rate Map or other flood
hazard delineation map?
h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard
area structures that would impede or
redirect flood flows?
i) Expose people or structures to a
significant risk of loss, injury or death
involving flooding, including flooding as
a result of a failure of a levee or dam?
j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami or
mudflow?

1,2

1,2

1,2

1,2

1

n/a

n/a

n/a

1

1

a) The proposed project will not impact water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements. No additional water or wastewater would be discharged from the site to
neighboring sites, including the project-adjacent Planada Canal. Although the business on the
site includes the normal maintenance of vehicles, no runoff of gasoline or oil will occur.
A septic system approved by the Merced County Environmental Health Division is currently
used on the site and no additional wastewater facilities would be installed on the site as part of
the application to expand the existing agricultural transportation business.
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b - c) The drainage pattern of the site would be minimally altered with the construction of a
4,000 square foot storage building and installation of an all-weather surface driveway on the 10acre site. The all-weather surface, which will likely be crushed rock, will not impact the drainage
of the site. The placement of the building will be required to meet all engineering standards so
drainage is not negatively affected. Impacts would be less than significant.
d – f) The rate of surface runoff would not be increased with the expansion of the agricultural
business. The applicant has indicated a less than 10% impervious surface coverage factor with
the installation of a crushed rock driveway for entrance and exit to the site, and the placement of
the storage building (foundation) on the site. Currently, there are no paved parking lots or other
impermeable surfaces, with the exception of the existing buildings on the site. Water quality
would not be impacted with the proposed project. With the minimal impervious surface to be
installed on the site and no additional water runoff, impacts are considered less than significant.
g-h) The project site is located in Flood Zone A. Flood Zone A is a flood hazard area identified
on the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA’s) Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)
and identified as a Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA). SFHA is defined as the area that will be
inundated by the flood event having a 1-percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any
given year. The 1-percent annual chance flood is also referred to as the base flood or 100-year
flood. Areas subject to inundation by the 1-percent-annual-chance flood event are generally
determined using approximate methodologies. Because detailed hydraulic analyses have not
been performed, no Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) or flood depths have been determined.
Mandatory flood insurance purchase requirements and floodplain management standards apply
to development in these areas. Prior to development of the 4,000-square foot storage building,
Mitigation Measure HYD-I requires the applicant to submit a plot plan, completed by a licensed
surveyor or engineer, to establish a BFE of the site. The proposed building may change the
elevation of the site. With the determination of the BFE and the minimum finished floor of the
building, as required by Mitigation Measure HYD-I, floodplain-related impacts are considered
less than significant.
i-j) The subject site is located outside of any potential dam failure inundation areas as
referenced in the 2000 General Plan Chapter V, map 12a, 12b and 12c. The agricultural
transportation business expansion would not expose people to dam failure flood hazards,
seiche, tsunami or mudflow. Therefore impacts are considered less than significant.
Mitigation Measure HYD-1:
Prior to the issuance of a building permit and to the satisfaction of the Merced County Public
Works Department, the project applicant shall hire a licensed surveyor or engineer to complete
a plot plan. This plot plan shall be submitted to the Merced County Public Works Department
and will determine the Base Flood Elevation (BFE) of the site. The finished floor of the
proposed storage building shall be at least one (1) foot above the BFE.
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

9. LAND USE AND PLANNING. Would the project:
a) Physically divide an established
community?
b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan,
policy or regulation of an agency with
jurisdiction over the project (including, but
not limited to, the general plan, specific plan,
local coastal program or zoning ordinance)
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect?
c) Conflict with any applicable habitat
conservation plan or natural community
conservation plan?
d) Result is a substantial alteration of the
present or planned land use of the area?
e) Be consistent with the site’s existing or
proposed zoning or planned land use of an
area?
f) Be compatible with existing surrounding
zoning?
g) Be compatible with existing and planned
surrounding land uses?

1, 4

1, 4

n/a

1
1
1
1

a - b) The site is designated Agricultural on the County’s General Plan Land Use Map. The
General Plan Land Use Chapter does not explicitly discuss the location of agricultural
transportation businesses in rural or agricultural areas, identifying “intensive” land uses as those
that may “generate employment, traffic, noise, odor, smoke or other impacts”. Those intensive
uses that are directly associated with agricultural production are supported as appropriate uses
of agricultural land by the County’s General Plan. Given these general provisions, the proposed
expansion of the existing agricultural transportation yard is not considered a conversion of
agricultural land by the General Plan and is not a violation of the Merced County General Plan.
The site is zoned “A-1” (General Agricultural). Section 18.02.02 of the Zoning Code identifies a
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) as being required for a transportation/equipment yard consisting
of 11 or more trucks where the property owner lives offsite, or, where the trucks are used for
activities not associated with the parcel. The existing Garcia Bros. Trucking operation is
conditionally permitted by CUP 04002. The proposed business expansion, including the 20
additional non-street legal vehicles, the 4,000 square foot storage building, landscaping, and allweather surface access, would require a Minor Modification to CUP 02002 and would otherwise
be in compliance with the Merced County Zoning Code. The agricultural transportation
business expansion will serve the existing agricultural uses in the area.
Given that the project does not involve changing land uses and is allowed by the General Plan
and the Zoning Code with the approval of a Minor Modification of the existing CUP, approval of
the proposed project will have no impacts on the Community of Planada or adopted land use
policy plans (including the 2003 Planada Community Plan). As such, the proposed project
would not divide an established community and would not conflict with any applicable land use
plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental
effect. No impacts will occur.
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c) The project site is not within a habitat conservation plan or natural community conservation
plan area. Therefore, the project will not conflict with any habitat conservation or natural
community conservation plans therefore no impacts will occur.
d – g) The project would not result in an alteration of a present or planned land use in the area.
The project is to expand a previously approved agricultural transportation business that
supports the surrounding agricultural uses.
There is a residence located on the adjacent parcel to the east of the project site. With the
mitigation measures required as part of this project, such as the construction of a 4,000 square
foot building to house equipment for the agricultural business and the installation of an allweather surface on the driveway to the project site, impacts to the residence are considered
minimal. The mitigation measures will ensure that the equipment is not visible from public view,
and the all-weather surface would minimize dust from the trips to and from the site.
The project site is located in an agricultural zone and contains an agricultural trucking business
that supports the agricultural uses in the area. Therefore, the proposed project is compatible
with the surrounding land uses. With approval of the modification to the existing conditional use
permit, the expansion of the business would continue to be compatible with the site and
surrounding parcels zoning, and the surrounding land uses. No impacts will occur.

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

10. MINERAL RESOURCES. Would the project:
a)
Result in the loss of availability of a
known mineral resource that would be of
value to the region and the residents of the
state?
b)
Result in the loss of availability of a
locally important mineral resource recovery
site delineated on a local general plan,
specific plan or other land use plan?

1

1

a – b) Information provided in Chapter 6 (Open Space and Conservation) of the County General
Plan indicates that there are no known mineral resources on the project site. Implementation of
the project as proposed would not adversely affect known mineral resources or recovery sites,
therefore, no impacts will occur.

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

11. NOISE. Would the project result in:
a) Exposure of persons to or generation of
noise levels in excess of standards
established in the local general plan or
noise ordinance or of applicable
standards of other agencies?
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b) Exposure of persons to or generation of
excessive groundborne vibration or
groundborne noise levels?
c) A substantial permanent increase in
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity
above levels existing without the project?
d) A substantial temporary or periodic
increase in ambient noise levels in the
project vicinity above levels existing
without the project?
e) For a project located within an airport
land use plan area, would the project
expose people residing or working in the
project area to excessive noise levels?

n/a

n/a

n/a

1

a, c) The proposed project is an expansion of an existing agricultural transportation business.
The existing business is primarily the use of street-legal trucks that are used off-site. The
applicant is proposing to store an additional 20 non-street legal vehicles on the site. Therefore,
the noise levels will generally remain the same, with minimal temporary increases in noise to the
surrounding neighborhood and vicinity due to the additional vehicles moved on site (the new
vehicles will be loaded to trailers for transport off-site). It is not expected that ambient noise will
increase to an excess of standards established in the General Plan or the Zoning Code Chapter
18.41.07. Anticipated noises onsite include human voices and activities, automobiles, and
maintenance activities. Such noises are consistent with the noises generated by existing onsite
operations as well as the surrounding residential uses and agricultural operations.
b) Construction and operation of the proposed project would not expose people to excessive
ground-borne noise or vibration. Railroad use and rail lines are adjacent to the project site.
However, no new residences are proposed as part of the project. Therefore, the project would
not introduce sensitive receptors to the area. The existing and expanded business would not be
affected by the adjacent Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railroad. Impacts are considered
less than significant.
d) Construction of the 4,000 square foot storage building and the placement of crushed rocks on
the driveway would generate noise during construction. Short-term construction noise impacts
tend to occur in discrete phases dominated initially by earth-moving equipment, then by
foundation and finally for final construction. The proposed structure is prefabricated and
minimal construction would occur with the installation of the building. With the type of
improvements proposed, the loudest construction noise is anticipated to occur during grading.
Grading equipment can generate noise in the 75-90 decibel range at 50 feet from the source.
The Merced County Noise Ordinance, Chapter 17.41.07, requires that all construction in or
adjacent to urban areas shall follow the following procedures for noise control: Construction
hours shall be limited to the daytime hours between seven a.m. and six p.m.; and all
construction equipment shall be properly muffled and maintained. Such procedures are further
required by Mitigation Measure Noise I. Given the type of construction activities required for the
project and the daytime nature of construction activities, with the incorporation of Mitigation
Measure Noise I, construction noise is considered a less than significant impact.
In addition to construction activities, the proposed project would cause temporary increases in
noise levels due to loading and unloading of trucks. The proposed Minor Modification to the
existing CUP would allow the existing trucking business to expand by adding 20 flatbed trucks
(non-street vehicles). The proposed 20 additional trucks are not street-legal (i.e. off-road) and
would be hauled off the site for use on agricultural fields during harvest seasons. As such, 2-4
times per year flatbed trucks would be loaded onto low-loaders on the project site and, likewise
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2-4 times per year such trucks would be unloaded on the project site. Such loading and
unloading of vehicles would generate noises, including running engines, knocking/banging of
equipment, and human voices. To minimize the noise impacts of loading and unloading of
trucks onsite, Mitigation Measure Noise II limits the hours that truck loading/unloading can occur
onsite. With the incorporation of Mitigation Measure Noise II, operation of the project would not
cause significant noise impacts from temporary or periodic noises.
e) The project site is beyond the boundary of Airport Plans for the area. No impacts would
occur.
Mitigation Measure Noise I
The applicant shall ensure that during construction, construction hours shall be limited to the
daytime hours between seven a.m. and six p.m., and all construction equipment shall be
properly muffled and maintained to reduce noise.
Mitigation Measure Noise II
Loading and unloading of trucks onsite shall be limited to daytime hours between seven a.m.
and six p.m.

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

12. POPULATION AND HOUSING. Would the project:
a) Induce substantial population growth in
an area, either directly (e.g., by
proposing new homes and businesses)
or indirectly (e.g., through extension of
roads or other infrastructure)?
b) Displace substantial numbers of existing
housing, necessitating the construction
of replacement housing elsewhere?
c) Displace substantial numbers of people,
necessitating the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

1

n/a

n/a

a) No residences would be constructed with this application. The proposed expansion to an
agricultural business will not eliminate existing housing or induce substantial population growth
in the area. The existing Garcia Brothers Trucking business currently employs approximately 15
full time persons, five of which are for onsite operation and ten of which are drivers. With the
proposed expansion, 20-25 additional drivers would be needed on a temporary/seasonal basis.
Given that the proposed expansion will generate seasonal, rather than permanent jobs, these
positions are anticipated to be filled by the existing local workforce. Therefore, while the project
would create new seasonal jobs, the proposed project would not induce substantial population
growth. Impacts are less than significant.
b, c) No demolition of buildings would occur as part of this agricultural business expansion.
Housing will not be displaced by the project and no persons will be displaced as a result of the
project. No impacts would result.
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

13. PUBLIC SERVICES. Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered
governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order
to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any of the
following public services:
a) Fire protection?
1, 2
b) Police protection?

1, 2

c) Schools?

1

d) Parks?

1

e) Other public facilities?

n/a

a, b) The Merced County Fire Department and the Merced County Sheriff’s Department provide
emergency and safety services to the community. The proposed project will not result in the
need for additional new or altered fire and police protection services and will not alter
acceptable service ratios or response times. The project itself is not large enough to require the
development of additional fire and police facilities and the Departments’ existing facilities are
adequate to provide service to the proposed business expansion. The proposed project would
not significantly impact fire and police protection services, therefore no impacts would result.
c) The agricultural business expansion would not generate any new students and, therefore no
impacts to schools would result.
d) The expansion of an existing agricultural business will not impact nor create additional
demand for parks or park facilities. Therefore no impacts would result.
e) The expansion of an existing agricultural transportation business with a 4,000 square foot
storage building and expanded yard for 20 additional seasonally used vehicles will not impact
nor create additional demand for other public facilities. The site is currently served by a well.
Though no additional water services are necessary for the business expansion, any modification
to that service would be approved by Merced County Division of Environmental Health in
advance of, or prior to, building permit issuance.
The proposed business expansion will also utilize an onsite septic system(s) and not require the
extension of public sewer service to the project site.
The applicant is proposing to place an all-weather surface on the driveway. Currently, there is
no pavement on the driveway.
No additional public services are proposed with this project. Therefore the no impacts would
result.
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Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

14. RECREATION
a) Would the project increase the use of
existing neighborhood and regional
parks or other recreational facilities such
that substantial physical deterioration of
the facility would occur or be
accelerated?

n/a

b) Does the project include recreational
facilities, or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities, which
might have an adverse physical effect on
the environment?

n/a

a, b) No new homes are proposed as part of this application to expand an agricultural
transportation business. The expansion to an existing agricultural business will not have an
impact on recreational facilities in the area and does not necessitate the construction of new
recreational facilities. Therefore no impacts will occur on recreation facilities in the area.

Potentially
Significant
Impact

15.

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Reference(s)

TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC. Would the project:

a) Cause an increase in traffic that is
substantial in relation to the existing
traffic load and capacity of the street
system?
b) Exceed,
either
individually
or
cumulatively, a level of service standard
established by the county congestion
management agency for designated
roads or highways?
c) Substantially increase hazards due to a
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or
dangerous intersections) or incompatible
uses (e.g., farm equipment)?
d) Result
in
inadequate
emergency
access?
e) Result in inadequate parking capacity?
f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans or
programs supporting alternative transportation (e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle
racks)?

1

1

n/a

n/a
n/a
1

a, b) According to the 2000 General Plan (GP) Chapter II – Circulation Element, Gerard
Avenue is depicted as a Minor Collector. Minor Collector roads are designed to handle 2,80010,000 Average Daily Trips (ADT). The Circulation Element indicates that the County wide
acceptable peak Level of Service (LOS) is “C” for roadways located within rural areas of the
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County. Traffic flow for a two lane road at a LOS C is stable, operating speeds of 40 mph or
above with total volume under ideal conditions equal to 70% of capacity with continuous passing
sight distance, or 1,800 passenger vehicles per hour, two-way. (2000 GP Ch. 11, pg. 29). A
traffic study was not conducted for the proposed expansion.
Additional trips will be made to and from the site with the expansion of the project, though the
new equipment stored on the site will be used seasonally and is not street-legal and, therefore,
will be taken by trailer for use off-site. The majority of these new trips with the additional
equipment would be generated from hauling the vehicles on and off of the site. Based on the
number of proposed trucks, the proposed expansion is anticipated to generate up to 50
additional trips to/from the site on certain days of the year. However, since the proposed trucks
would only be used seasonally for harvest and would be kept in the respective fields while in
use, the new trips would only occur occasionally. To ensure the movement of trucks does not
interfere with school bus pick-up/drop-off, Mitigation Measure Traffic I restricts the hauling of
trucks to outside of normal school bus hours. With the incorporation of Mitigation Measure
Traffic I, the proposed project would not significantly impact any area roadways.
c, d) The main entrance to the facility, East Gerard Avenue, currently consists of a separated
ingress and egress driveway. This access driveway is not currently paved, though as part of the
project, the applicant will place crushed rock on the driveway. As standard practice, the Merced
County Public Works Department has reviewed the site plan submitted for the project to ensure
the project poses no hazardous design features. The Merced County Public Works Department
has determined that no improvements are required to be made to adjacent roadways. No other
improvements on or off of the project site are necessary. The proposed project would not
increase hazards due to a design feature or incompatible use and would have no associated
impacts. Therefore no impacts would occur.
e) The site plan submitted by the applicant must indicate that there is adequate parking on the
site for the existing business and the expansion. The Planning Department will determine if the
project is in compliance with the Merced County Zoning Code Parking requirements (Chapter
18.40) and if on-site parking is adequate to handle the anticipated demand. Therefore no
impacts to parking would occur.
f) The proposed project is consistent with all adopted policies, plans, and programs supporting
alternative transportation. Therefore no impacts would occur.
Mitigation Measure Traffic I
Hauling of trucks from or to the project site shall not occur during normal morning and afternoon
school bus hours.

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

16. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS. Would the project:
a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of Merced County for water,
septic systems and sanitation?
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b) Require or result in the construction of
new water or wastewater treatment
facilities or expansion of existing
facilities, the construction of which could
cause significant environmental effects?
c) Require or result in the construction of
new storm water drainage facilities or
expansion of existing facilities, the
construction of which could cause
significant environmental effects?
d) Have sufficient water supplies available
to serve the project from existing
entitlements and resources, or are new
or expanded entitlements needed?
e) Result in a determination by the
wastewater treatment provider that
serves or may serve the project that it
has adequate capacity to serve the
project’s projected demand, in addition
to the provider’s existing commitments?
f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient
permitted capacity to accommodate the
project’s solid waste disposal needs?
g) Comply with federal, state and local
statutes and regulations related to solid
waste?

5

5

n/a

n/a

5

5

a) No new wastewater treatment systems are necessary for this business expansion. The
project will meet the Merced County Department of Public Health, Division of Environmental
Health requirements for the water well and septic system that serves the project site. Therefore
no impacts would occur.
b) The proposed agricultural business expansion will not cause an increased demand for water
or wastewater treatment, therefore, no facilities are required to be constructed as a result of the
project. No additional employees would be needed onsite and, as such, no increase in
domestic water need or wastewater generation is anticipated. Maintenance of vehicles may,
however, slightly increase water demand and wastewater generation, Nonetheless, no
additional water or wastewater facilities are needed. Therefore no impacts will occur.
c) No new stormwater facilities are necessary for the business expansion. The proposed
project would not cause a measurable change in stormwater runoff. Therefore no impacts
related to stormwater will occur.
d, e) The project will be self-contained by private water well, septic system, and storm water
detention facilities. Therefore no impacts will occur.
f, g) To meet the requirements of the California Integrated Waste Management Act (AB939), the
County has adopted Source Reduction and Recycling programs and Household Hazardous
Waste programs. The project will generate minor qualities of solid waste. The County of Merced
operates two active class III landfills within the County. The Highway 59 Disposal Site located
on Highway 59, north of Merced, will serve the solid waste disposal needs for the proposed
project. The project will meet the appropriate disposal requirements of the County. Therefore
the impacts are considered less than significant.
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17. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE
Yes

No

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce
the number or restrict the range of rare or endangered plants or
animals, or eliminate important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory?
b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable? "Cumulatively considerable" means that
the incremental effects of a project are considerable when viewed in
connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current
projects, and the effects of probable future projects.
c) Does the project have environmental effects that will cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

a) As discussed in Section IV of this document the proposed project would not have substantial
impacts to special status species, habitat, or wildlife dispersal and migration. Furthermore, the
proposed project would not affect the local, regional, or national populations or ranges of any
plant or animal species and would not threaten any plant communities. Similarly, as discussed
in Section V of this document, the proposed project would not have substantial impacts to
historical, archaeological, or paleontological resources, and thus, would not eliminate any
important examples of California history or prehistory. Therefore, with the proposed project
does not have a Mandatory Finding of Significance due to impacts to biological or cultural
resources. No impact.
b) The proposed project would not cause impacts that are cumulatively considerable. The
project is of limited size and operation and does not have the potential to contribute to
cumulative air quality, biological resource, hydrology, water quality, noise, public services,
traffic, and utility impacts. Therefore, the proposed project does not have a Mandatory Finding
of Significance due to cumulative impacts. No impact.
c) As discussed in Sections III, VII, VIII, and XV of this document, the proposed project would
not expose persons to the hazards of toxic air emissions, chemical or explosive materials,
flooding, or transportation hazards. Section VI of this document explains that although patrons
and employees of the agricultural business would be exposed to typical northern California
earthquake hazards, modern engineering practices would ensure that geologic and seismic
conditions would not directly cause substantial adverse effects on humans. In addition, as
discussed in Sections I Aesthetics, IX Land Use and Planning, XI Noise, XII Population and
Housing, XIII Public Services, XIV Recreation, XV Transportation/Traffic, and XVI Utilities and
Service Systems, the project would not cause substantial adverse effects on humans.
Therefore, the proposed project would not have a Mandatory Finding of Significance due to
environmental effects that could cause substantial adverse effects on humans. No impact.
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SECTION 3: ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION
On the basis of this initial evaluation:
I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the
environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the
project have been made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.
I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and
an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.
I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has
been adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal
standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier
analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is
required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.
I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the
environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed
adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable
standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are
imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

Signature:_________________________________Date:_________________________

Printed Name:

Title:
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SECTION 4: REFERENCES
1.

County of Merced, General Plan as amended

2.

County of Merced, General Plan Program EIR, certified 1994

3.

County of Merced, Municipal Code, as adopted

4.

County of Merced, Zoning Ordinance, adopted 1996, updated August 2004

5.

County of Merced, Public Works Department, Engineering Standard Plans and
Specifications Manual, as adopted

6.

California State Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act of 1994

7.

California Dept. of Conservation, Division of Mines and Geology, San Francisco, 1988

8.

California Department of Fish and Game, California Natural Diversity Database, RareFind
Version 3.1.1.

9.

California Department of Fish and Game Endangered Species Listing, 2007.

10.

State of California, State Resources Agency, Merced County Important Farmland Map.
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SECTION 5: APPLICANT'S AGREEMENT TO MITIGATION
The project applicant, Garcia Brothers Trucking Company, represented by Mike Smith
(C.C.P.S.), agrees to the following mitigation measures as required by Section 15070(b)( I) of
the CEQA Guidelines and project plans will be modified to avoid potential adverse physical
effects as a result of the project, as identified in this study:
1.

To the satisfaction of the Merced County Planning Department, the applicant shall
submit a detailed site plan which depicts the use of the site and how the agricultural
transportation business and project site will be organized. Minimally, the said site plan
shall identify how vehicles, trailers, spare parts, and other equipment related to the
business will be consolidated and screened from public view. This site plan shall be
submitted to the Planning Department for review and approval within 30 days of any
approval given to the Minor Modification.

2.

The applicant shall be required to construct a 4,000 square foot building on the project
site. This building will house the equipment used for the agricultural transportation
business. Prior to construction, the applicant is required to obtain all necessary permits
for the building, including, but no limited to building permit, grading plan and soils report.
The applicant is required to ensure the building is graffiti proof prior to construction.

3.

The applicant shall be required to plant water-conserving plants (drought tolerant
species) on the site to minimize the view of the project site and the proposed storage
building. Prior to approval of a building permit, the applicant shall submit a landscape
concept plan consistent with Merced County Zoning Code Section 18.38.030.
Landscaping (size, type and planting location) shall be planted to the satisfaction of the
Planning Department.

4.

Should ground-disturbing activities associated with construction reveal the presence of
cultural resources (i.e., artifact concentrations, including arrowheads and other stone
tools or chipping debris, cans, glass, etc.; structural remains; human skeletal remains),
work within 50 feet of the find shall cease immediately until a qualified professional
archaeologist (i.e., one who is certified by the Society of Professional Archaeologists or
who can demonstrate equivalent qualifications) can be consulted to evaluate the
remains, identifies the archaeological significance of the find, and recommends a course
of action. Construction shall not resume within 50 feet of the find until the site
archaeologist states in writing that the proposed construction activities will not
significantly damage archaeological resources, and the County of Merced concurs with
this conclusion.

5.

If skeletal remains are encountered, the County Coroner shall be notified immediately. If
the Coroner determines that remains may be Native American, the California Native
American Heritage Commission shall be notified to arrange at its discretion for qualified
Native American or equivalent participation in determining the disposition of such
remains.

6.

Prior to the issuance of a building permit and to the satisfaction of the Merced County
Public Works Department, the project applicant shall hire a licensed surveyor or
engineer to complete a plot plan. This plot plan shall be submitted to the Merced County
Public Works Department and will determine the Base Flood Elevation (BFE) of the site.
The finished floor of the proposed storage building shall be at least one (1) foot above
the BFE.
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7.

The applicant shall ensure that during construction, construction hours shall be limited to
the daytime hours between seven a.m. and six p.m., and all construction equipment
shall be properly muffled and maintained to reduce noise.

8.

Loading and unloading of trucks onsite shall be limited to daytime hours between seven
a.m. and six p.m.

9.

Hauling of trucks from or to the project site shall not occur during normal morning and
afternoon school bus hours.

By:

_______________________________________

Date:__________

Printed Name: _______________________________________
Title:

_______________________________________
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APPENDIX A:
SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURING IN THE
PROJECT REGION
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GARCIA BROTHERS TRUCKING COMPANY
SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURING IN THE PROJECT REGION
Source: California Department of Fish and Game, California Natural Diversity Database, RareFind
Version 3.1.1
Scientific Name
Actinemys
marmorata
western pond turtle

Status1
(Fed/State)
--/SC

General Habitat Description
Permanent and intermittent
waters including marshes,
streams, rivers, ponds, and
lakes.
Grasslands and agricultural
fields.

Suitable Habitat (Present/Absent)
Rationale
Does not occur. No suitable habitat in
project area.

Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat onsite. Prefers riparian habitat which
does not exist onsite.
Does not occur. No suitable habitat in
project area.

Agelaius tricolor
tricolored blackbird

--/SC

Agrostis
hendersonii
Henderson's bent
grass
Antrozous pallidus
pallid bat

--/-CNPS 3.2

Valley grasslands, freshwater
wetlands and wetland-riparian
areas.

--/SC

Rock outcroppings and
crevices.

Does not occur.
formations or crevices.

Athene cunicularia
burrowing owl

--/SC

Open grasslands or prairies.

Atriplex cordulata
Heartscale

--/-CNPS 1B.2

Atriplex minuscula
Lesser Saltscale

--/-CNPS 1B.1

Shadscale
Scrub,
Valley
Grassland,
wetland-riparian
equally likely to occur in
wetlands or non wetlands
Playas, alkali flats and
wetlands.

Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat onsite.
Does not occur. No suitable habitat in
project area.

Atriplex persistens
Vernal Pool
Smallscale

--/-CNPS 1B.2

Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.

Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

Atriplex subtilis
Subtle Orache

--/-CNPS 1B.2

Valley and foothill grassland

Branchinecta
conservatio
Conservancy Fairy
Shrimp
Branchinecta lynchi
Vernal Pool Fairy
Shrimp
Branchinecta
mesovallensis
Midvalley Fairy
Shrimp
Buteo swainsoni
Swainson's Hawk

E/--

Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.

Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat onsite.
Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

T/--

Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.

Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

--/--

Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.

Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

--/T

Deserts, prairies, and dry
grasslands.

Calycadenia
hooveri
Hoover's
Calycadenia

--/-CNPS 1B.3

Grasslands and prairies.

Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable. No nesting habitat
onsite.
Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat onsite.

Does not occur.
project area.

Garcia Brothers Trucking Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

No

suitable

rock

No suitable habitat in

Appendix

County of Merced
MM07008

GARCIA BROTHERS TRUCKING COMPANY
SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURING IN THE PROJECT REGION
Source: California Department of Fish and Game, California Natural Diversity Database, RareFind
Version 3.1.1
Scientific Name
Castilleja
campestris ssp.
succulenta
Succulent Owl'sClover
Charadrius
montanus
Mountain Plover
Clarkia rostrata
Beaked Clarkia
Desmocerus
californicus
dimorphus
Valley Elderberry
Longhorn Beetle
Dipodomys
heermanni dixoni
Merced Kangaroo
Rat
Downingia pusilla
Dwarf Downingia
Eryngium
spinosepalum
Spiny-Sepaled
Button-Celery
Eumops perotis
californicus
Western Mastiff Bat
Falco columbarius
Merlin
Gratiola
heterosepala
Boggs Lake HedgeHyssop
Haliaeetus
leucocephalus
Bald Eagle
Lasiurus blossevillii
Western Red Bat
Lasiurus cinereus
Hoary Bat
Lepidurus packardi
Vernal Pool
Tadpole Shrimp
Linderiella
occidentalis
California
Linderiella
Lytta molesta
Molestan Blister
Beetle
Mylopharodon
conocephalus
Hardhead

Status1
(Fed/State)
T/E

General Habitat Description
Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.

Suitable Habitat (Present/Absent)
Rationale
Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

--/SC

Grasslands.

Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable.

--/-CNPS 1B.3

Oak-pine woodland, valley and
foothill grasslands at more or
less 1600 feet
Riparian forests close to or
located on elderberry plants.

Does not occur.
project area.

No suitable habitat in

Does not occur.
project area.

No suitable habitat in

T/--

--/--

Grasslands and alkali scrub
communities.

Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat onsite.

--/-CNPS 2.2
--/-CNPS 1B.2

Vernal pools and other wet
areas.
Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.

Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.
Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

--/SC

Rock crevices and cliffs.

Does not occur. No suitable rock
formations or crevices.

--/--

Moorlands and willow or birch
scrub.
Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.

Does not occur. No moorlands or willow
and birch scrub.
Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

D/E

Woodland near large bodies of
water.

Does not occur. No suitable woodland
habitat.

--/SC

Woodlands and forests.

--/-E/--

Woodlands or coniferous
forests.
Vernal pools or seasonal pools.

Does not occur. No suitable woodland
habitat.
Does not occur. No suitable woodland
habitat.
Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

--/--

Large vernal pools and lakes.

Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

--/--

Dried vernal pools vegetation.

Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

--/SC

Middle and low elevation
streams in the Sacramento-San
Joaquin drainage.

Does not occur.
project area.

--/E
CNPS 1B.2
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GARCIA BROTHERS TRUCKING COMPANY
SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURING IN THE PROJECT REGION
Source: California Department of Fish and Game, California Natural Diversity Database, RareFind
Version 3.1.1
Scientific Name

Status1
(Fed/State)
--/--

General Habitat Description

Suitable Habitat (Present/Absent)
Rationale
Does not occur. No suitable habitat in
project area.

--/-CNPS 1B.1

Juniper and riparian woodlands,
desert regions near open water,
and caves, mines, and other
similar structures.
Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.

--/-CNPS 1B.2

Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.

Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

T/E
CNPS 1B.1

Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.

Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

T/E
CNPS 1B.1

Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.

Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

Orcuttia pilosa
hairy orcutt grass
Perognathus
inornatus inornatus
San Joaquin
Pocket Mouse
Phacelia ciliata var.
opaca
Merced Phacelia
Rana boylii
Foothill YellowLegged Frog
Sagittaria sanfordii
Sanford's
Arrowhead
Sidalcea keckii
Keck's
Checkerbloom
Spea hammondii
Western Spadefoot
Taxidea taxus
American Badger

E/E
CNPS 1B.1
--/--

Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.
Shrubs and chaparrals.

Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.
Does not occur. No suitable shrub or
chaparral habitat.

--/-CNPS 1B.3

Low heavy clay soil hills located
in San Joaquin Valley.

Does not occur. No suitable clay hill in the
project area.

--/SC

Creeks and streams.

Does not occur.
project area.

No suitable habitat in

--/-CNPS 1B.2

Freshwater marshes.

Does not occur.
project area.

No suitable habitat in

E/-CNPS 1B.1

Open area grass slopes
preferably within areas of
serpentine soils.
Grasslands, shrubs, and
chaparrals.
Plains and prairies.

Does not occur.
project area.

No suitable habitat in

Thamnophis gigas
Giant Garter Snake

T/T

Marshes, sloughs, drainage
canals, irrigation ditches, slow
moving creeks.

Tuctoria greenei
Greene's Tuctoria

E/R

Vernal or seasonal bodies of
standing water.

Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

Vulpes macrotis
mutica
San Joaquin Kit
Fox

E/T

Chaparral, grasslands, and
scrublands.

Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat on project site.

Myotis yumanensis
Yuma Myotis

Navarretia myersii
ssp. myersii
Pincushion
Navarretia
Navarretia
nigelliformis ssp.
radians
Shining Navarretia
Neostapfia
colusana
Colusa Grass
Orcuttia inaequalis
San Joaquin Valley
Orcutt Grass

--/SC
--/SC

Does not occur. No suitable vernal pool
habitat.

Does not occur. No suitable shrub or
chaparral habitat.
Unlikely to occur. Habitat in project area
marginally suitable, however, no suitable
habitat on project site.
Does not occur. No suitable habitat in
project area.
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GARCIA BROTHERS TRUCKING COMPANY
SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES POTENTIALLY OCCURING IN THE PROJECT REGION
Source: California Department of Fish and Game, California Natural Diversity Database, RareFind
Version 3.1.1
Scientific Name
1

Status1
(Fed/State)

General Habitat Description

Suitable Habitat (Present/Absent)
Rationale

E = Endangered
T = State Threatened
SC = Species of Special Concern (State) / Species of Concern (Federal)
PF = Fully Protected
-- = None
D=Delisted
R=Rare
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