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1.

Section

1.1

INTRODUCTION

The Merced County Department of Pubic Works, through the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) Local Assistance Program, is proposing a new roadway serving the
area east of the City of Merced. A comprehensive Natural Environment Study (NES)/Biological
Assessment (BA)1 was prepared for the overall project, which would extend from State Route 99
to Yosemite Avenue (Figure 1), along one of three alternatives. This addendum addresses a
minor change in the project to provide a connecting road between the proposed terminus of the
“Green Alignment” at Yosemite Avenue, and Lake Road. The purpose of this addendum report
is to document the biological habitat present at the connecting road location, and any potential
for impacts to biological species or habitat.

1.2

STUDY AREA AND POTENTIAL PRESENCE OF HABITAT AND SPECIES

The area potentially affected is within a triangular area at the corner of Lake Road and Yosemite
Avenue, where a ‘diagonal’ two-lane road connection would be constructed. The affected area is
within a farmed agricultural parcel, which is seasonally used for crop production. The latest crop
observed during field surveys for this project was corn, in Spring 2002. Perennial and nonnative grasses occur along Lake Road and Yosemite Avenue. The study area had been included
in the wildlife, botanical, and wetland surveys performed for the Campus Parkway project. The
area covered by this addendum does not contain any trees, shrubs or woodland habitat, and no
wetland resources. The row crops provide limited foraging for some of the bird species
addressed in the Campus Parkway NES/BA that might utilize agricultural areas for foraging.
These might include Swainson’s hawk, mountain plover, triclored blackbird, and horned lark.
However, its potential use for nesting is not likely at any one time due to continued agricultural
production activities.
Branchiopod surveys performed in 1999 included the roadside drainage ditch on the north side of
Yosemite Avenue, and no species were detected.

1.3

POTENTIAL IMPACTS

The affected site is approximately 4 hectares (10 acres), assuming an approximate triangular area
that includes the interim connection, Lake Road, and Yosemite Avenue. This area consists of
actively farmed agricultural land, with no natural habitat or water resources present. No wetland
resources would be impacted as none occur within the study area. The conversion of cropland
for a roadway right-of-way and drainage areas would remove some additional potential foraging
area for avian species addressed in the NES/BA, as follows:
•

Potential impacts to low to medium quality foraging habitat for Swainson’s hawk would
increase from range of 15 to 19 hectares (37 to 47 acres) to 19 to 23 hectares (47 to 57 acres).
As for the proposed Parkway, the proposed connection between Yosemite Avenue and Lake
Road would be several miles from the nearest known sitings of nesting pairs.

1

Natural Environment Study/Biological Assessment, Merced Campus Parkway. Prepared by URS Corporation for
Merced County Department of Public Works, January 2002.
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•

Potential impacts to agricultural row crops potentially used by mountain plover would
increase from a range of 11 to 12 hectares (29 to 32 acres) to 15 to 16 hectares (39 to 42
acres). Mountain plover only uses the agricultural fields when the fields are plowed, which
occurs for only a portion of the year. This species also occurs only infrequently and in small
numbers in the study area.

•

Loss of low-quality foraging habitat for tricolored blackbird was estimated in the NES/BA at
28 to 35 hectares (68 to 81 acres). The Yosemite Avenue to Lake Road connection would
increase this potentially affected area to 32 to 39 hectares (78 to 91 acres). No nesting
habitat would be affected. No recent sightings of tricolored blackbird have been made for the
project study area, including the area potentially affected by this road connection.

•

Horned larks could potentially use the same agricultural habitat as mountain plover.
However, it is of limited suitability due to the active agricultural production, and would only
be used when the fields are tilled and seasonally out of crop production.

1.4

CONCLUSIONS

The addition of the study area to the impacted areas of the Campus Parkway project would not
affect any of the overall impact determinations made in the project’s NES/BA. The lands
affected are actively farmed crop lands, and habitat, botanical, and endangered species surveys
performed for the Campus Parkway project included this study area in the project’s surveys. The
croplands represent foraging habitat for some avian species, but it is currently active farmed and
of limited seasonal foraging use, is directly adjacent to existing suburban development, and is of
overall limited value. There would be no substantial impacts or changes in the findings of the
Campus Parkway NES/BA.
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